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THE OUTCOMES ARE AMAZING . . .
Congratulations on considering the switch to student

centered learning in your science classroom!

WHEN IT'S DONE RIGHT.

If you're anything like I was when I was  thinking all

this through, you are feeling lots of  excitement and

anticipation but also plenty of  confusion and

concern.  

I believe it's exactly that cautious passion that will

make you hugely successful in the effort to serve

your students with excellence and support their

academic and social, emotional growth.  

So, let's put some of that confusion and concern to

rest!   I've been right where you are and done what

you're about to do. 

The benefits outweigh the risks, and you need to

know you're up for the challenge.
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Most of the other considerations

you'll have to make about whether

to switch to student centered

learning will depend on this reality:

Model your actions in the classroom after

your favorite talent show host!

YOU'RE ONLY THE HOST.
YOUR STUDENTS ARE THE MAIN ACT.

Student learning is entirely
determined by what students

do during your time together. 

CLASS TIME IS NO LONGER

ABOUT WHAT YOU DO. 

Channel your inner Kermit the Frog of

Muppet Show fame or Terry Cruz from the

ever-so-popular, "America's Got Talent".

These hosts are exceptional

examples because they:

pace the show to fit everything in within

the hour of time allotted.

introduce the acts the audience will watch

by providing some context about their

background or skills. 

get the audience fired up about what they

will see or what they have just seen.

T I P S
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Teachers who know their

content very well, have been

teaching it for a long time, and

are accustomed to talking at

their students while students

dutifully complete note packets

and practice workbooks should

plan to spend ample time

engineering new lesson plans.

Learning is accelerated in the student centered science

classroom when scientific method mastery is the goal.

YOUR PLANNING TIME MAY
SIGNIFICANTLY INCREASE.

Devise short, hands-on or technology-based activities

students can manipulate to collect and analyze data.

Prepare graphic organizers for students to construct timelines

or make classifications of objects and process from videos.

Encourage scientific literacy by identifying relevant texts they

can dissect to uncover new knowledge.

T I P S
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If you've planned a great interactive science

lesson for student centered learning, your

students will need time to execute it and

process the knowledge they gained from it.

You'll need time to interact with them to

provide valuable, real-time feedback.

This doesn't happen quickly, especially if your

students aren't accustomed to this type of

active classroom challenge.

Know your standards so you are able to show

flexibility and make sacrifices to the amount of

content you introduce, if necessary.

PACING, SCOPE & SEQUENCE OF
THE CURRICULUM MIGHT NEED
TO BE ADAPTED.

THINKING WORK
TAKES TIME.

T
I
P
S
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T I P S
Many schools now have 1:1 access to

technology and, all too often, middle school-

aged children and teenagers in our high

schools are easily distracted by their phones.

TECHNOLOGY
TOOLS STRENGTHEN

SCIENTIFIC METHOD MASTERY. 

Students LOVE
working with technology.

Be relentlessly resourceful!

Provide quick, seamless access.

Have a backup plan.

Don't expect to pay for technology apps. 

Plenty free options are available on the web.

Consider creating and distributing QR codes for

website access. Students can access them upon

entering the classroom while they wait to begin.

Sometimes wi-fi and websites go down.

Don't let technology access limit your lesson.

We can capitalize on device presence in

our classrooms and students' interest in

them by incorporating their regular use

into our interactive lesson plans.
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Teaching a largely at-risk population, I fully expected

students to try and skate by without participating in the

interactive portion of my science lessons.

And, there were those that did at first.

But, as I persisted, they relented.

STUDENTS MIGHT NOT
BUY-IN IMMEDIATELY.

Enhanced relationships with students was a major

unexpected outcome when I switched to student

centered learning in my science classroom!

T I P S

Build in accountability measures, like a daily participation metric.

Give the more stubborn students extra attention.  They'll feel the love!

Be consistent in your efforts.  Remind them daily of your

expectations.  They'll learn your new strategy is here to stay.
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We serve real people.

One size rarely fits all.

YOUR FIRST ATTEMPTS MIGHT
FEEL LIKE FAILURE.

When I started planning interactive science lessons for

student centered learning, I was way too ambitious. 

I planned activities with too little guidance and too much

complexity for my group of students.

I went back to the drawing board, made some tweaks, and

the learning goals were accomplished the next day using

the same resources but just a little more structure and

support built into the instructions and expected outcomes.

T I P S
Don't give up! 

DIFFERENTIATE!

Adjust the amount you ask

students to complete in the time

allotted.

Adjust the complexity (thinking

work) students need to apply

during the activity.

Create multiple versions of the

same activity to ensure students at

every level are adequately

challenged.
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Don't miss out on the opportunity to exchange ideas with other science educators who are

seeking to make similar changes to their practice and their classroom. 

Share web resources and ask for help when you need it!

In this Facebook-like (but not Facebook at all!) platform, you can create an account, join

grade-level groups, post images, links, short messages and complete articles on any device,

including mobile.  You'll find all the Lab In Every Lesson blog content there, as well.

Consider becoming a member of the
Lab In Every Lesson community!

JOIN THE
CONVERSATION!

NOT INTERESTED IN CREATING YOUR OWN
INTERACTIVE SCIENCE LESSONS FROM SCRATCH?

JOIN THE
CONVERSATION!

Purchase interactive
science lessons and

resources from my store.
OR

Join the membership in the
community to access my

entire chemistry curriculum!

https://community.labineverylesson.com/
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Lab-In-Every-Lesson
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Lab-In-Every-Lesson
http://www.labineverylesson.com/membership
http://www.labineverylesson.com/membership
https://www.labineverylesson.com/student-centered-science-teacher-podcast

